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of the legal profession.   In many places a combination of these
qualifications is required.
For the holding of coroners' inquests Oxfordshire is served by
five courts, those for Banbury, and the north, south, west, and central
districts of the county.1 Oxford City has its own court. The central
district includes thirty-eight parishes and the west four parishes of
the Survey Area, but the north and south (except for one parish) lie
outside it. All the Survey parishes in Berkshire are in the north
Berkshire district, which includes both Abingdon Borough and
petty sessional division, together with others. None of the districts
in fact coincides with any other administrative or judicial area, and
reference should be made to Fig. 5 zz for their precise limits,
(6.) The university courts. There are two courts now existing in the
university of Oxford with jurisdiction over its members—that of
the chancellor and that of the vice-chancellor. The vice-chancellor
may, in certain circumstances, ckim the right to exclusive jurisdiction
over members of the university, and members of the university may
claim the right to be tried in the courts mentioned, although the
exercise of this privilege has lapsed.
There used also to be another university court, that of the high
steward, but this is now obsolete. It last sat in the seventeenth cen-
tury. It could hear and determine all criminal charges, including
treason, against members of the university.
The jurisdiction of the chancellor's court (commonly called the
vice-chancellor's court), which originated in the thirteenth century,
was confirmed and added to by the Great Charter of 1523. The
court is held by an assessor appointed by the vice-chancellor. The
assessor must be a barrister of five years' standing and the vice-
chancellor may, if he chooses, sit with or without the assessor. The
vice-chancellor has not sat in this court for many years. The court
is supposed to sit every Friday, but in practice it meets less often. It
is a court of civil jurisdiction, roughly corresponding to a county
court and administering the common and statute law of the realm
and not, as previously, the Roman law. In practice, the cases which
come before it generally arise out of summonses by tradesmen of
undergraduates for non-payment of accounts, where these are not
settled out of court.
The summary and criminal jurisdiction of the vice-chancellor
exercised in the vice-chancellor's court, properly so called, springs
- from clause 3 of the Charter of 15 2 3, which authorizes the chancellor
of the university, his commissary (i.e. the vice-chancellor), and his
1 The office of university coroner no longer exists,	a Appendix YH.

